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the man who was thursday a nightmare is a novel by g k chesterton
the book is sometimes referred to as a metaphysical thriller in
edwardian era london gabriel syme is recruited at scotland yard
to  a  secret  anti  anarchist  police  corps  lucian  gregory  an
anarchistic poet lives in the suburb of saffron park syme meets
him at a party and they debate the meaning of poetry gregory
argues revolt is the basis of poetry syme demurs insisting the
essence of poetry is not revolution but rather law he antagonizes
gregory by asserting the most poetical of human creations is the
timetable for the london underground he suggests gregory isn t
really serious about his anarchism this so irritates gregory that
he takes syme to an underground anarchist meeting place revealing
his public endorsement of anarchy is a ruse to make him seem
harmless when in fact he is an influential member of the local
chapter of the european anarchist council the central council
consists of seven men each using the name of a day of the week as
a code name and the position of thursday is about to be elected
by gregory s local chapter gregory expects to win the election
but just before the election syme reveals to gregory after an
oath of secrecy that he is a secret policeman fearful syme may
use his speech in evidence of a prosecution gregory s weakened
words fail to convince the local chapter he is sufficiently
dangerous for the job syme makes a rousing anarchist speech and
wins the vote he is sent immediately as the chapter s delegate to
the central council in his efforts to thwart the council s
intentions however syme discovers five of the other six members
are  also  undercover  detectives  each  was  employed  just  as
mysteriously and assigned to defeat the council they all soon
find out they were fighting each other and not real anarchists
such was the mastermind plan of their president sunday in a
surreal conclusion sunday himself is unmasked as only seeming to
be terrible in fact he is a force of good like the detectives
however he is unable to give an answer to the question of why he
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caused so much trouble and pain for the detectives gregory the
only real anarchist seems to challenge the good council his
accusation is they as rulers have never suffered like gregory and
their other subjects and so their power is illegitimate however
syme is able to refute this accusation immediately because of the
terrors inflicted by sunday on the rest of the council

investigator  interrogator  intellectual  hero  the  perfect
inspiration for the perfect spy this first full length biography
traces the life of the remarkable and engaging john bingham the
man behind john le carré s george smiley the heir to an irish
barony and a spirited young journalist john bingham joined mi5 in
1940 his quiet intellect wry wit and knack for observation made
him a natural he took part in many of mi5 s greatest wartime
missions from the tracking of nazi agents in britain to operation
double cross that ensured the success of d day and later spent
three decades running agents in britain against the communist
target among his colleagues his skills were legendary and he soon
became a mentor to many a novice spy including one david cornwell
the later le carré bingham too was an innovative writer who
perfected the psychological thriller marrying cold objectivity
with an explanation of the darkest reaches of human behaviour his
early novels were applauded but for all his success bingham
struggled to match the fame of the man he had inspired drawing on
bingham  s  published  and  unpublished  writings  as  well  as
interviews  with  his  family  michael  jago  skilfully  tells  the
riveting yet poignant tale of the man who was george smiley

it is very difficult to classify the man who was thursday it is
possible  to  say  that  it  is  a  gripping  adventure  story  of
murderous criminals and brilliant policemen but it was to be
expected that the author of the father brown stories should tell
a detective story like no one else on this level therefore the
man who was thursday succeeds superbly if nothing else it is a
magnificent tour de force of suspense writing aeterna press

introductory note out of the darkest depths of life where vice
and crime and misery abound comes the byron of the twentieth
century the poet of the vagabond and the proletariat maxim gorky
not like the beggar humbly imploring for a crust in the name of
the lord nor like the jeweller displaying his precious stones to
dazzle and tempt the eye he comes to the world nay in accents of
tyrtaeus this commoner of nizhni novgorod spurs on his troops of
freedom loving heroes to conquer as it were the placid self
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satisfied literatures of to day and bring new life to pale
bloodless frames like byron s impassioned utterances borne on the
tones of a wild and quite artless melody is gorky s mad unbridled
powerful voice as he sings of the madness of the brave of the
barefooted dreamers who are proud of their idleness who possess
nothing and fear nothing who are gay in their misery though
miserable in their joy gorky s voice is not the calm cultivated
well balanced voice of chekhov the russian de maupassant nor even
the  apostolic  well  meaning  but  comparatively  faint  voice  of
tolstoy the preacher it is the roaring of a lion the crash of
thunder in its elementary power is the heart rending cry of a
sincere but suffering soul that saw the brutality of life in all
its horrors and now flings its experiences into the face of the
world with unequalled sympathy and the courage of a giant for
gorky above all has courage he dares to say that he finds the
vagabond the outcast of society more sublime and significant than
society itself
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