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an account of kabbalah and its impact outside of judaism offers a concise and highly accurate
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look at the history and character of the various systems developed by the adherents of the
kabbalah

the author examines the varieties of religious and secular salvation that have recently appeared
in israel as evidence for israelis willingness to embrace private salvation in the face of
immense cultural upheavals drawing on interviews field observations clinical data and media
reports collected over ten years he surveys four roads to private salvation the return to judaism
new religions sects or cults psychotherapy movements such as est and occultism these
dramatic forms of conversion are unique to israeli society within the last decade and beit

hallahmi provides a social history and social psychology of this transformation

the first two volumes of the zohar pritzker edition translated with commentary by daniel c
matt cover more than half of the zohar s commentary on the book of genesis through genesis
32 3 this is the first translation ever made from a critical aramaic text of the zohar which has
been established by professor matt based on a wide range of original manuscripts the
extensive commentary appearing at the bottom of each page clarifies the kabbalistic
symbolism and terminology and cites sources and parallels from biblical rabbinic and
kabbalistic texts the translator s introduction is accompanied by a second introduction written
by arthur green discussing the origin and significance of the zohar for ancillary materials
including the aramaic text please visit sup s zohar home page sup org zohar further
information on the zohar sefer ha zohar the book of radiance has amazed and overwhelmed
readers ever since it emerged mysteriously in medieval spain toward the end of the thirteenth
century written in a unique aramaic this masterpiece of kabbalah exceeds the dimensions of a
normal book it is virtually a body of literature comprising over twenty discrete sections the
bulk of the zohar consists of a running commentary on the torah from genesis through
deuteronomy this translation begins and focuses here in what are projected to be ten volumes
two subsequent volumes will cover other shorter sections the zohar s commentary is
composed in the form of a mystical novel the hero is rabbi shim on son of yohai a saintly
disciple of rabbi akiva who lived in the second century in the land of israel in the zohar rabbi
shim on and his companions wander through the hills of galilee discovering and sharing

secrets of torah on one level biblical figures such as abraham and sarah are the main
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characters and the mystical companions interpret their words actions and personalities on a
deeper level the text of the bible is simply the starting point a springboard for the imagination
for example when god commands abraham lekh lekha go forth to the land that i will show you
genesis 12 1 rabbi el azar ignores idiomatic usage and insists on reading the words more
literally than they were intended hyperliterally lekh lekha go to yourself search deep within to
discover your true self at times the companions themselves become the main characters and
we read about their dramatic mystical sessions with rabbi shim on or their adventures on the
road for example an encounter with a cantankerous old donkey driver who turns out to be a
master of wisdom in disguise ultimately the plot of the zohar focuses on the ten sefirot the
various stages of god s inner life aspects of divine personality both feminine and masculine by
penetrating the literal surface of the torah the mystical commentators transform the biblical
narrative into a biography of god the entire torah is read as one continuous divine name
expressing divine being even a seemingly insignificant verse can reveal the inner dynamics of
the sefirot how god feels responds and acts how she and he the divine feminine and masculine

relate intimately with each other and with the world

please see the zohar home page for ancillary materials including the publication schedule

press release aramaic text questions and answers

further essays addresses aspects of early hebrew book publication among them book arts little
known authors places of publication and miscellaneous subjects book arts addresses
pressmarks representing publishers motifs several unusual and the varied usage of biblical
verses to entitle books the second section focusses on the works of rabbis and scholars once
prominent but not well remembered today noting their achievements and their varied books
encompassing such topics as biblical commentaries talmudic novellae philosophy and poetry
several locations once important also not well remembered today are addressed further essays

concludes with articles on other unrelated book topics

this book deals with the book of splendor sefer ha zohar the greatest achievement of kabbalah
and one of the most influential sources of western mysticism this book offers a new

interpretation of the zohar analyzing both its theoretical content and its historical context it
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also brings the theory and the history together by indicating the personal and autobiographical
elements in the zohar s teachings the author delves into the issues of the messianic elements of
the zohar the way it was written and its relationship to christianity gnosticism and talmudic

literature

the crowning work of medieval kabbalah the zohar is unlike any other work in the jewish
canon written in aramaic the zohar contains complex mystical exegesis as well as the story of
the companions a group of sages who wander through second century israel discussing the
torah while meeting up with children donkey drivers and various types who have spiritual
lessons for them nathan wolski offers original translations of episodes involving this mystical
fellowship and goes on to provide a sustained reading of each with particular emphasis on the
literary and performative dimensions of the composition wolski takes the reader on a journey
through the central themes and motifs of the zoharic world kabbalistic hermeneutics the
structure of divinity the nature of the soul and above all the experiential core of the zohar the
desire to be saturated and intoxicated with the flowing fluids of divinity a journey into the
zohar opens the mysterious wondrous and at times bewildering universe of one of the
masterpieces of world mystical literature to a wider community of scholars students and

general readers alike

annotation an excellent overview of the history of jewish mysticism from its early beginnings
to contemporary hasidism scholarly and complex library journal an excellent work clear and
solidly documented by joseph dan on gershom scholem and on his work notes

bibliographiques an excellent guide to scholem s work christian century

the kabbalah experience is one of the most fascinating books ever published in kabbalah it is a
journey in time from the past to the future in situations we might all experience at some point
anyone who wants to learn how to make the most of every moment in his or her life anyone
who wishes to find a happy fulfilling life will find the answers in this book since the days of
the zohar and the tree of life the language of kabbalah has never been as clear as it is in this
moving piece it is worthwhile contemplating the answers in the text experiencing them in the

simplest meaning of the word any student of kabbalah novice or advanced will find this book
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to be a wonderful companion and a great reference for a fountain of genuine knowledge

the scandal of kabbalah is the first book about the origins of a culture war that began in early
modern europe and continues to this day the debate between kabbalists and their critics on the
nature of judaism and the meaning of religious tradition from its medieval beginnings as an
esoteric form of jewish mysticism kabbalah spread throughout the early modern world and
became a central feature of jewish life scholars have long studied the revolutionary impact of
kabbalah but as yaacob dweck argues they have misunderstood the character and timing of

opposition to it drawing on a rang

wondrous wisdom michael r kellogg today interest in kabbalah has exploded worldwide
millions of people are seeking answers as to what this ancient wisdom really is and where they
can find authentic instruction with so many conflicting ideas about kabbalah on the internet in
books and in the mass media the time has finally arrived to answer humanity s need and reveal
the wisdom to all who truly desire to know in wondrous wisdom you will receive the first
steps an initial course on kabbalah based solely on authentic teachings passed down from
kabbalist teacher to student over thousands of years offered within is a sequence of lessons
revealing the nature of the wisdom and explaining the method of attaining it for every person
questioning who am 1 really and why am 1 on this planet this book is an absolute must but if
you listen with your heart to one famous question i am sure that all your doubts as to whether
you should study the kabbalah will vanish without a trace this question is a bitter and fair one
asked by all born on earth what is the meaning of my life rav yehuda ashlag from introduction

to talmud eser sefirot

hebrew union college annual is the flagship journal of hebrew union college press and the
primary face of hebrew union college jewish institute of religion to the academic world from
its inception in 1924 its goal has been to cultivate jewish learning and facilitate the
dissemination of cutting edge scholarship across the spectrum of jewish studies including

bible rabbinics language and literature history philosophy and religion

philippe codde provides a comparative cultural analysis of the unprecedented success of the

jewish novel in the postwar united states by situating the process and event in the context of

5 The Zohar The First Ev



The Zohar The First Ev

three closely related american cultural movements the popularity in the us of french

philosophical and literary existentialism the increasing visibility of the holocaust in us

american life and the advent of radical theology codde argues that the literary repertoire of the

postwar jewish novel consists of an amalgam of these cultural elements that were making their

mark in the political religious and philosophical systems of the united states at the time and

that this explains in part the jewish novel s sweeping success in the american literary system
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